Annex 4 – Key National Stakeholders 

The following table summarises the key stakeholders with which the NCRT works to raise the national profile of Aimhigher.
	Higher Education

	Higher Education Academy
	The Higher Education Academy works with the UK’s higher education community to enhance the student experience

	University and College Union (UCU)
	UCU is the largest trade union and professional association for academics, lecturers, trainers, researchers and academic-related staff working in further and higher education throughout the UK

	OFFA
	An independent, non departmental public body which aims to promote and safeguard fair access to higher education for under-represented groups

	Universities UK (UUK)
	UUK represents, supports and promotes all UK universities

	Open University
	The Open University (OU) is the United Kingdom's only university dedicated to distance learning

	Student Loans Company


	The Student Loans Company administers government-funded loans and grants to students throughout the United Kingdom

	Further Education

	Association of Teachers and Lecturers (ATL)


	ATL members work in both the maintained and independent sectors – from early years through to further education – and include all those directly involved in the delivery of education to pupils and students

	Quality Improvement Agency (QIA)
	The agency is a non-departmental public body and the successor to the Learning and Skills Development Agency (LSDA).

	Association of Colleges (AoC)
	AoC acts as an influencing voice of colleges in order to develop and promote an environment in which colleges can flourish, ensure that colleges are recognised as major contributors to the economic and social prosperity of the nation and champion and promote colleges as key to the development of people, skills and knowledge for the nation. 

	Sixth Form Forum
	All Sixth Form Colleges are members of the SFCF which was first formed (as the SFCEF) in 1992.

	Adult Learners / Lifelong Learning

	Lifelong Learning UK (LLUK)
	LLUK is responsible for the professional development of all those working in libraries, archives and information services, work-based learning, higher education, further education and community learning and development

	The National Institute of Adult Continuing Education (NIACE)
	NIACE is the largest organisation working to promote the interests of learners and potential learners in England and Wales and is a non-governmental organisation working for more and different adult learners.

	Vocational / Work Based Learning

	Centre for Excellence in Leadership (CEL)
	CEL's remit is to foster and support leadership improvement, reform and transformation throughout the learning and skills sector

	Foundation Degree Forward (FDF)
	Funded by HEFCE. the FDF is a national body that supports the development and validation of high quality Foundation degrees

	Learning and Skills Council (LSC)
	The LSC exists to improve the skills of England's young people and adults to make sure we have a workforce that is of world-class standards


	Schools

	National Association of Head Teachers (NAHT)
	NAHT provides support to over 30,000 members and speaks on educational issues covering primary, secondary and special school sectors

	Ofsted
	Ofsted inspect and regulate to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages.

	National Union of Teachers (NUT)
	The National Union of Teachers (NUT) is a major trade union of school teachers in England and Wales

	Secondary Heads Association (SHA)
	The professional association for the leaders of secondary schools and colleges

	Professional Association of Teachers
	PAT is the independent trade union and professional association for the whole team - teachers, head teachers, lecturers, education support staff (PAtT) and childcare/early years professionals (PANN).

	Specialist Schools and Academies Trust (SSAT)
	The Specialist Schools and Academies Trust (SSAT) is a leading body for secondary education.

	Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA)
	TDA works with schools to develop the workforce and ensure that schools can recruit good-quality, well-trained people. They support schools to provide extended services for parents, children and young people.

	National College for School Leadership (NCSL)
	The National College for School Leadership works to make a difference to children's lives through excellent school leadership - growing and supporting current and future school leaders so that they can have a positive impact within and beyond their schools.

	Miscellaneous

	Association of School and College Leaders (ASCL)
	ASCL is the professional association for leaders of secondary schools and colleges. Heads, principals, deputy heads, vice-principals, assistant heads, assistant principals, bursars and other senior post holders are eligible for ASCL membership

	Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC)
	JISC supports further and higher education by providing strategic guidance, advice and opportunities to use Information and Communications Technology to support teaching, learning, research and administration

	Association of Learning Providers (ALP)
	ALP aims to influence the education and training agenda to secure a national skills strategy that meets the needs of employers and learner, a 14-19 learning curriculum where academic and vocational options are equally value, opportunities for learning throughout life to give everyone a chance to succeed, and a government-supported learning market open to all providers offering high quality learning.

	Learning & Skills Network (LSN)
	The Learning and Skills Network (LSN) is an independent not-for-profit organisation committed to making a difference to education and training.

	National Governors’ Association (NGA)
	The National Governors’ Association represents school governors in England; there are over 300,000 governors, the largest volunteer group in the UK.
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